A chiasm (also called a chiasmus) is a literary device in
which a sequence of ideas is presented and then
repeated in reverse order.

The result is a “mirror” effect as the ideas are
“reflected” back in a passage. Each idea is connected to
its “reflection” by a repeated word, often in a related
form.

The term chiasm comes from the Greek letter chi,
which looks like our letter X. Chiastic pattern is also
called “ring structure.”

The structure of a chiasm is usually expressed through a
series of letters, each letter representing a new idea.
For example, the structure ABBA refers to two ideas (A
and B) repeated in reverse order (B and A).

Often, a chiasm includes another idea in the middle of
the repetition: ABXBA.

In this structure, the two ideas (A and B) are repeated in
reverse order, but a third idea is inserted before the
repetition (X).

By virtue of its position, the insertion is emphasized.

THE BOOK OF JOB

A/. PROLOGUE - JOB’S SUFFERING ON EARTH

N\

B/.JOB’S LAMENT, DIALOGUE WITH FRIENDS

(CH 3-27)
\

C/. HYMN TO DIVINE WISDOM (CH 28)

/

D/. JOB’S FINAL DEFENCE, ELIHU’S SPEECHES,
GOD’S RESPONSE (CH 29-41)

/

E/. EPILOGUE — JOB’S RESTORATION ON EARTH

(CH 1-2)

(CH 42)



